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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen of the FCC: 

KENNETH SMALLS, Sr. , Mayor Pro Tem 
JOHN DUNMYER II I, Council Member 
EZELL G. MIDDLETON, Council Member 
ANNETTE SAUSSER, Council Member 
HERBERT TOWNSEND, Council Member 
MARLENE E. WALLACE, Council Member 

NIEMA GANTT-BROWN, Town Clerk / Treasurer 

Om community of Hollywood, SC is in many ways a case study on the pressing need for 
rural broadband. We are not only rural but a low-income, predominantly African 
American community where broadband access is severely limited and home broadband 
connections are rare. 

Hollywood residents have the appetite, but not the access. For many of us, the public 
Internet terminals at the local community college are the main source of broadband 
access. But time on these telminals is sharply limited because there is always a line of 
people waiting for their turns. This is no way to explore the myriad possibilities of 
broadband. 

This broadband shOliage could be ended if the Commission moves ahead and approves 
the proposed merger of AT&T and T-Mobile. AT&T's commitment to provide advanced 
wireless broadband access to 97 percent of the country means traditionally under-served 
communities and regions like oms would no longer be last in line for broadband. Access 
would come through the air rather than through fiber-optic cables, which have an 
unfortunate history of only reaching low-income minority neighborhoods and rural areas 
as a last priority. 
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The merger is not a panacea for Hollywood or our neighbors here in southern Charleston 
County. Its practical benefits, however, support the idea that approval of the merger 
would definitely be in the public interest. 


